[Fetal cardiac tumors].
Fetal cardiac tumors are rare and have a different histology than in adults: in the fetus, rhabdomyoma is more prevalent, but myxoma has not been described. We report our experience with nine fetuses with prenatally diagnosed primary cardiac tumours. This is an observational and descriptive study of fetuses investigated because of the prenatal and echographic diagnosis of heart tumors. There were nine fetuses with thirteen cardiac masses among more than 700 fetal echocardiographic studies performed by pediatric cardiologists. Histology was available in four of them; three rhabdomyomas and once cavernous hemangioma. In one of the cases, the parents elected to interrupt the pregnancy; three patients died in the neonatal period (two as a direct consequence of the tumors and one due to sepsis) and we have no histological information regarding any of the other five fetuses. The subjects who survived beyond the neonatal period are mostly doing well. However, one developed tuberous sclerosis and another developed a hypoplastic left heart syndrome, perhaps due to the massive restriction of flow across the foramen ovale. The tumors in the other cases were well tolerated and hemodynamic or arrhythmic consequences were minimal of absent. No women with risk factors such as tuberous sclerosis were included in our study. Fetal cardiac tumors are rare and display a different histology. We recommend a conservative approach to treatment.